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Steve Mangan is an international construction lawyer with particular expertise in 
the use of FIDIC forms of contract.  His clients are both Employers and Contractors 
engaged in the construction of major infrastructure projects in several regions of 
the world.  His practice involves acting for clients in both international 
construction arbitrations and Dispute Adjudication Board proceedings.  He has 
also handled disputes in the UK including proceedings before the Technology and 
Construction Court and in arbitration and adjudication.  In addition, he has 
considerable experience in non-contentious construction work. 

He has worked on a diverse range of infrastructure projects.  These include roads, 
motorways and tunnels, railways, airports, power stations, shipping channel, process plants for ore and waste and 
water treatment plants.  Other areas of expertise include the treatment of contaminated land.  He also has a wealth 
of experience in the construction of large building projects.  These include high-profile hotel developments in 
Cairo on the River Nile, in Khartoum and in historic Beirut and also a Palace of Justice. 

Steve began his career in construction law with City firm Warner Cranston where he qualified as a solicitor.  He 
joined Corbett & Co in 2000.  He has an MSC (Merit) in Construction Law and Arbitration from King’s College at 
the University of London and is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators. 

Steve was born in New Zealand but has lived and worked in London for many years.   

 

 

Nationality:  New Zealand and Irish 

Languages: English, Spanish  

 

 

Profile  Summary 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Expertise: 

Subject 
 
 

Description Country 
 

Roads Acting for the Employer, a roads authority, in relation to a series of 
claims by a contractor that were firstly the subject of a compulsory 
amicable settlement process and then referred to arbitration under the 
EDF Rules.  The project was financed by European Union aid.  The 
contract was in the EDF form.  Issues included delay and disruption 
attributable to the rejection of asphalt surfacing works and the 
appropriate method of measurement of rock fill in swamp.  

Acting for the Employer, a roads authority, in an arbitration following 
termination by the international contractor. The contract was in the EDF 
form. 

Advising the Employer, a roads authority, on a series of disputes 
including an Employer’s termination and the Contractors’ entitlements 
to extension of time and additional payment.  The project was financed 
by the World Bank.  The contracts were in the 1984 FIDIC 4th edition 
form. 

East Africa 

Advising and preparing the contract documents for the design and 
construction of a road and traffic tunnel forming part of the 
infrastructure for the new Gibraltar Airport. The value of the contract 
was £ 30m. 

Gibraltar 

Advising a large Indian contractor in relation to the Employer’s attempt 
to replace the Engineer under a FIDIC 4th edition contract 
notwithstanding the Contractor’s objections.    

India 

Advising a joint venture international contractor regarding several 
disputes arising out of the design and construction of a new motorway in 
Ireland.  These included a substantial ground conditions claim.  The 
contract was in the 1999 FIDIC Yellow Book form 

Ireland 

Acting for the Romanian National Company for Motorways and National 
Roads in three related ICC arbitrations with an international contractor 
under a 1999 FIDIC Red Book contract.  The disputes involved: (1) claims 
for delay and disruption costs; (2) the termination of contract; (3) and 
Employer’s claim for defective works.  The value of the disputes exceeded 
€32m.  This case also involved acting in 5 DAB referrals of which one 
claim had a value of €29 million. 

Advising the Employer regarding delay and disruption claims by 
contractors working under FIDIC 1999 Red Book form.  Works value 
before Variation was approximately €59m. 

Romania 



 

Railways Acting for a Romanian contractor in a successful DAB referral in relation 
to its dispute with the Employer under a FIDIC 1999 Red Book contract.  
The works related to rail signalling and telecommunications installation.  
The dispute concerned claims for the issue of taking over certificates, 
extension of time and prolongation costs, and payment for work 
executed.  The value of the dispute was approximately €2.1m. 
 
Acting for an Italian contractor in relation to its claims regarding a 
railway project in Romania where the costs of the project were in excess 
of €160 million.  The contract was the FIDIC 1999 Red Book.  The referral 
to a DAB concerned significant delay and disruption claims.  
 

Romania 
 

Energy and 
Dams 

 

Advising an Employer, a State Ministry in relation to claims against a 
large international contractor regarding defective workmanship on a 
large hydroelectric dam. 
 

Africa 

Acting for an Employer in the defence of an arbitration claim brought by 
a design and build contractor regarding a combined heat and power 
plant. 
 

England 

Preparation of the package of contract documents for the design and 
construction of a new power station in Gibraltar. The contract was the 
FIDIC 1999 Yellow Book.  Advising on the tender procedure and on 
public procurement issues.  The value of the contract was £ 145m. 
 

Gibraltar 

Advising the contractor on the terms of a construction contract proposed 
for a natural gas installation in Tunisia.  The proposed contract was a 
bespoke one. 
 

Tunisia 

Advising a mining company in Uganda in relation to the making of a call 
on a performance guarantee regarding defective hydroelectric turbines. 

Uganda 

Dredging Advising the Employer in relation to a dispute concerning a project for 
dredging and the construction of sea wall works for a housing 
development in Oman.  The Contract was the FIDIC 1984 Red Book  

Oman 

Advising and acting in an arbitration for an international contractor in 
relation to disputes with the Employer regarding dredging and river bank 
protection works in Romania.  The contract is the 1999 FIDIC Red Book.  
The disputes have a value of €13m.   

Romania 

Buildings 

 

Advising an African building contractor in relation to proposed bespoke 
terms for the construction of a bottling plant.  The value of the project 
was approximately €2m. 

Africa 

Advising and acting in DAB proceedings and in an ICC arbitration for a 
JV international contractor engaged in the construction of a large public 
building complex in an Eastern European country.  The contract is in the 

Europe 



 

FIDIC 1999 Yellow Book form.  The project is funded by the European 
Union and has a value of approximately €25m. 

Acting in an arbitration for an international contractor regarding its 
claim against the Employer on a large mixed use commercial 
development in Egypt.  The Contract included packages based on both 
FIDIC 3rd and also 4th edition Red Books.  The claim was approximately 
$160m in value.  It included extension of time, prolongation and 
disruption costs and a series of variations.  The arbitration agreement 
was a bespoke one providing for arbitration under the Cairo Arbitration 
Centre Rules (based on UNCITRAL). 
 
Advising an international joint venture contractor involved in a payment 
dispute with its subcontractor on a large hotel and commercial 
development in Egypt.  The contract was a modified FIDIC 4th Red Book 
sub-contract.  The dispute related to the main contractor’s own disputes 
with the Employer. 
 
Advising a commercial property developer and its anchor store 
concessionaire in disputes with their consultant regarding the defective 
design of shopping malls in Egypt.  The contracts concerned were 
bespoke consultancy appointments.  The value of the disputes was €3m. 

Egypt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acting for a national house-builder in its claim against a consultant 
responsible for the design of a defective drainage system on a residential 
development in England.  The contract was a bespoke consultant’s 
appointment.   

 

Acting for a contractor in arbitration proceedings against the Employer 
under a JCT Design & Build Contract.  The dispute concerned non-
payment for a substantial number of Variations.  The project was a luxury 
redevelopment of a listed Regency house in central London. The 
contractor succeeded in obtaining a substantial sum plus costs. 

 

Acting for a main contractor in its successful claim in arbitration against 
an electrical sub-contractor on a Mayfair office development.  The 
contract was the JCT Dom/2 sub-contract form.   

 

Advising and acting for the contractor in relation to the non-payment of 
sums due following completion of a large housing development on the 
site of a former NHS hospital.  Adjudication proceedings were 
commenced and the dispute was resolved by negotiation.  

 

Acting for the Employer in adjudication proceedings brought by the 
contractor engaged to construct a very high profile bar and restaurant in 
central London.  The contract was the JCT 1998 standard form of 
building contract. 

 

England 



 

Advising the Employer in relation to a dispute with its consultant over 
the defective design and installation of M&E works for a bar and 
restaurant in the City of London.  An effective resolution to the problem 
was negotiated.   

 

Advising a contractor following the malfunctioning of a hired site crane 
and delays caused by the closure of the site for health and safety reasons.  
The relevant contract was the National Plant Association’s standard 
terms and conditions of crane hire. 

 

Advising a house building contractor in relation to a JCT Design and 
Build Contract for a social housing project in Reading. 

 

Advising and negotiating on behalf of a firm of architects in relation to 
the terms of their appointment for a housing project for an English 
University. 

 

Advising an Employer and preparing a bespoke form of contract for use 
with pre-fabricated timber-frame housing. 

Advising the Employer on the termination of a contractor’s appointment  
under a JCT contract for failure to proceed with the works.  Acting for 
the Employer in adjudication and court proceedings.  The project was a 
large public housing estate. 
 
Acting for an Employer in Gibraltar as claimant, regarding a claim for 
more than £24 million against a Spanish contractor in relation to 
defective walls and roofs in 720 flats.  The contract was a JCT 81 Design 
and Build form for a value of circa £19m.  Originally the claim was made 
in arbitration under the JCT Rules with the seat of arbitration in 
Gibraltar.  Proceedings were then transferred to the Technology and 
Construction Court in the High Court of England and consolidated with 
further proceedings against the parent company under a parent company 
guarantee.  The proceedings settled for a sum in excess of £ 24m which 
was then applied to a substantial programme of remedial work. 
 
Advising the Employer in a dispute with an English contractor regarding 
the redevelopment for housing of an historic building in Gibraltar. The 
dispute concerned the contractor’s entitlement to extension of time, 
prolongation costs and payment for variations.  The matter was 
successfully resolved. 
 
Advising a leading quantity surveying practice in Gibraltar on the 
termination of an insolvent contractor.  The contract was on the JCT 
form. 
 
Advising the Government of Gibraltar in relation to its proposed 
adoption of construction standards. 
 

Gibraltar 



 

Advising a Gibraltar property development company in relation to a 
series of disputes with a Spanish contractor regarding the design and 
construction of a luxury residential development.   
 
Advising and preparing the package of contract documents for the design 
and construction of a large Government housing project in Gibraltar.  
The value of the contract was £ 64.8m. 
 
Advising the Employer in relation to disputes with a Scandinavian 
contractor on a luxury apartment development in Gibraltar.   
 
Advising the Employer and preparing the package of contract documents 
for the design and construction of a mixed-use development in Gibraltar.  
  

Advising on and reviewing a contractor’s final account claims under a 
FIDIC 1999 Silver Book form of contract.  The project was for the design 
and construction of a workers’ residential complex at a natural gas 
production facility in Iran.   

Iran 

Advising an interior design and architectural consultancy on its terms of 
appointment for the development of a luxury hotel in Lebanon.   

Lebanon 

Advising and acting in DAB proceedings for an Employer developer in 
relation to a series of disputes regarding the design and construction of 
a five-star hotel and commercial development in Sudan.  The contract 
was the 1999 FIDIC Yellow Book.  The project value was approximately 
€100m.   

Advising an Employer developer in dispute with its design consultant 
and Engineer.  The consultancy services contract had a value of 
approximately € 5m.   

Sudan 

Airports Advising and acting in an ICC arbitration for an international contractor 
in its claims for payment for varied work on the baggage handling system 
of an airport terminal. The claims have a value of c. €12 million. 
 

Eastern Europe 

Advising on the preparation of contract documents for the design and 
construction of the new Gibraltar Airport.  The value of the contract was 
£ 59m. 
 

Gibraltar 

Other 
 

Advising and acting for a Bulgarian contractor in relation to disputes on 
3 waste disposal projects. The contract was the 1999 FIDIC Red Book.  
Corbett & Co successfully represented the Contractor in its claims for 
extension of time and prolongation and other costs.   

Bulgaria 

Advising an Austrian contractor regarding potential disputes regarding 
delay and disruption to a sewerage plant in Croatia.  The contract was a 
FIDIC 1999 Red Book.  The contract value was €16.8 million.  Issues 
include concurrency of delay to the works. 

Croatia 

Advising a JV international contractor regarding the disputed 
termination of a contract for the construction of a water treatment 

Europe/Middle East 



 

facility financed by the European Union.  The contract was in the FIDIC 
1999 Yellow Book form for a value of approximately €27m.   

Acting for an English house-builder in the defence of claims by a present 
and also by a former land owner alleging that a demolition and landfill 
contractor had contaminated land intended for a residential 
development.  The claims were based on breach of contract and tort, the 
contracts being bespoke agreements for the sale of land.  The 
proceedings before the Technology & Construction Court in London were 
complex.  They involved 2 inter-related pieces of litigation and 5 
participants with several Part 20 defendants in each.  There were 
numerous cross claims.   

 

Acting for a demolition contractor in adjudication proceedings brought 
by the main contractor relating to the demolition of an NHS hospital.  
The contract was a bespoke one. 

 

Acting for a commercial property developer in adjudication proceedings 
commenced by a firm of consultants who had been engaged in 
speculative planning applications.  Corbett & Co were successful in 
contesting the enforcement of the adjudicator’s decision. 

 

On the instructions of insurers, assisted in the defence of high value 
claims in negligence against architects, engineers, surveyors and 
designers working in the construction industry in England. They 
included disputes relating to the design of a large office and 
administration building for a Government Department and also a 
television broadcasting centre. 

England 

Advising an international contractor engaged in the remediation of 
contaminated land in Romania.  The contract was a bespoke contract 
with a value of € 14.1m.  Issues involved entitlement to extension of time 
and prolongation costs, unpaid variations, the definition of substantial 
completion of the works and responsibility for any future re-
contamination through underground aquifers.   

Romania 

Advising the Employer in relation to defective work carried out in the 
laying of a transatlantic telecommunications cable.   

Scandinavia 

Advising an international JV contractor regarding disputes relating to 
the design and construction of a municipal solid waste management 
project in Turkey.  The contract was in the 1999 FIDIC Red Book form.  
The dispute concerned entitlement to taking over certificates and 
extension of time. 

Turkey 

Acting for an ore processing company in Uganda in an ad hoc arbitration 
in England regarding a claim brought by an East African plant and 
steelwork erection contractor.  The contract was the Model Form of 
General Conditions of Contract 1988 (MF1 Rev. 3) published by IMech 
E.  The contract was governed by English law.  The dispute involved 
claims for extension of time and prolongation and other costs including 

Uganda 



 

 

 

 

Career:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

disruption and variations.  One of the causes of delay was force majeure 
in the form of attack, actual and threatened, by rebel insurgents. 

 
Date 
 

 
Location 
 

 
Company 
 

 
Position 
 

 
Description 
 

 
1992 – 1994 

 
London 

 
Warner Cranston 
Solicitors 

 
Trainee Solicitor 

 
Specialising in construction law and 
disputes but with further experience 
in employment law and disputes, 
commercial property and company 
and commercial transactions. 
 

1994 – 1999 London Warner Cranston 
Solicitors 

Assistant Solicitor Solicitor in the Construction Law 
Department.  Involved in the 
litigation and arbitration of large 
value construction disputes, 
including in the defence of 
professional negligence actions. 

2000 -  date London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corbett & Co Director Solicitor and Company Director 
specialising in international 
construction disputes in arbitration 
and in proceedings before DABs. 

Non-contentious experience 
includes having acted for Employers 
and Contractors on the drafting of 
large construction contracts and for 
architects and design professionals 
on their consultancy appointments. 



 
 

Education:  

 

Institution 

 

Degree(s) or Diploma(s) obtained: 

 

University of Auckland, New Zealand (1975-6; 
1988) 

Bachelor of Arts (BA) 

City of London Polytechnic (1989 – 1991) Common Professional Exam in Law 

The College of Law (1991 – 1992) Solicitors’ Final Examination 

King’s College, University of London (1998/9; 
2000/2001) 
 

MSc (Merit) in Construction Law and Arbitration  

 

 

 

Membership of professional bodies:   

 
Law Society of England and Wales 
Fellow, Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (FCIArb) 
International Bar Association (IBA) 
King’s College Construction Law Association 
Society of Construction Law (SCL) 
 

 

 

 


